
 

Aldeburgh and District Local History Society 

Programme for 2026/7 

 
All meetings will be held at 6pm in the Old Generator Station, Kings Field, Aldeburgh 
IP15 5HY with the exception of our meeting on 16th September 2026, which is a 
ticketed event and will be held in the Jubilee Hall, also at 6pm. 
 

16th September 2026 Professor Chris Scull Rendlesham and the East Anglian Kingdom 
In 2007 illegal metal-detecting alerted archaeologists to a site of exceptional importance at 
Rendlesham in southeast Suffolk – the 7th-century East Anglian royal centre mentioned 
by the Venerable Bede in his Ecclesiastical History of the English People. Archaeologist 
Christopher Scull, who helped lead the project, will guide you through the 15-year 
investigation, which has revealed the largest and wealthiest settlement of its time known 
in England, and changed how we think about the earliest English kingdoms and their rulers.  
TICKETED EVENT - TICKETS AVAILABLE VIA THE JUBILEE HALL  
 

14th October 2026  Robert Ashton  Custard creams, cheques and the cane furniture on 
the Titanic. 
Few appreciate the extent to which Quaker businesses dominated Victorian Britain. In this 
very individual presentation, local Quaker and non-fiction author Robert Ashton will explain 
why so many Quakers started businesses, what made them so successful, and why so few 
remain in Quaker ownership today. 
 

18th November 2026   Nick Ashton  The Palaeolithic History of Suffolk and East Anglia 
Last year the discovery of the earliest known instance of fire making by humans – here in 
Suffolk – made international headlines.  This followed Professor Nick Ashton’s earlier 
discovery, at Happisburg, Norfolk of the first pioneers in northern Europe 900,000 years 
ago.  Professor Ashton is curator at the British Museum, responsible for the Palaeolithic 
collections, He has been awarded the Graham Clark Medal for his contribution to 
archaeology 
 

16th December 2026  Professor Mark Bailey and Dr Abby Antrobus   
There will be two talks as below. 
 

Mark Bailey - ‘Reconstructing Minsmere Haven and Sizewell in the Middle Ages’. 
Using a variety of sources--from Lidar mapping, old manuscripts, and early charts—a 
medieval historian and a scientist have reconstructed what Minsmere Haven and the 
village of Sizewell would have looked like in the Middle Ages.  This lecture reveals how 
global climate change between the fourteenth and sixteenth centuries caused rapid 
changes to the coastline, with the result that the original village and chapel largely 
disappeared, Leiston Abbey had to be relocated inland, and the haven gradually silted up. 
 



 
Abby Antrobus - ‘Medieval activity around Leiston Abbey: insights from excavations at 
Sizewell C’. 
The archaeological excavations at Sizewell C have allowed investigation of part of Suffolk’s 
landscape on an unprecedented scale. Excitingly, for the medieval period, areas of 
excavation lie relatively close to the first and second sites of Leiston Abbey, or within their 
wider hinterlands. As the community of ‘White Canons’ at Leiston held a particularly 
compact estate in northeast Suffolk, it is likely that many of the activities represented by 
archaeological remains across the sites relate to their influence on the landscape. 
 
20th January 2027 - Members Evening 
This year’s talks will include Observations on Aldeburgh’s Railway, John Willoughby, Vicar 
of Aldeburgh 1555 -1572 and ‘Flint and its uses since Saxon times'.  We are still open to 
further contributions! 
 
17th February 2027 - Andy Beharrell ‘Wrecks of the East Anglian Coast’ 
The waters around the east coast of England have been important commercial routes for 
many centuries. They have seen a rapid growth in trade, wars and various disputes. 
Wartime, inclement weather and accidents have meant that many lives have been lost on 
the ships which have plied their trade on these waters. In this presentation, we will look at 
the hidden history revealed by the various shipwrecks around our East Anglian coast. 
These shipwrecks can tell us about trade in Roman times, the brutal history of the Anglo-
Dutch wars and the devastation of World War II. Even more modern times have taken their 
toll on the ships and barges navigating the coast; look closely under the water, and you 
can even find the carcasses of pirate radio stations, their turntables long silent. This 
presentation will reveal a fraction of the history which our sandbanks and mudflats hide.  
 
17th March 2027  -  Dr Vivienne Aldous  John Darby’s Map of Aldeburgh 
In 1594 John Darby made a map of Aldeburgh, which still exists. The town has always 
been rightly proud of it. Elizabeth Garrett Anderson, when mayor of Aldeburgh, had her 
official photograph taken in the Moot Hall with the map on the wall behind her. But why was 
it made? Over time the reason was lost, but it is more than just a beautiful map. It is 
unfinished, but research yields a number of hidden stories about the town, early map-
making and how coastal erosion and measures to counter it were very relevant in the late 
sixteenth century. 
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